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COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAM 

DOI 11 OCTOBER 1972, AND AS STATED 

SUBJECT MILITARY REGION 2 SEMINAR ON THE NATIONAL POLICE 

ROLE IN PACIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE POSTWAR 
PERIOD 


ACQ VIETNAM, NHA,' TRANG (11 OCTOBER 1972) FIELD NO. 
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SUMMARY: IN OCTOBER 1972 THE NATIONAL POLICE IN MILITARY 

REGION 2 WERE CONDUCTING IN ALL OF THE PROVINCES SEMINARS FOR 
SENIOR NATIONAL POLICE AND SPECIAL BRANCH PROVINCE AND DISTRICT 
• PERSONNEL. THE SEMINAR, ENTITLED ’’THE NATIONAL POLICE ROLE IN 
PAC I FTCAT ION AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE POSTWAR PERIOD", EXPLAINED 
THE POLICE ROLE AFTER A CEASE-FIRE IS ANNOUNCED. THE EFFORT OF 
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THE, NATIONAL POLICE AGAINST VIET CONG MILITARY ACTIVIES WILL 
BE CHANGED TO AN' EFFORT AG AI NST - VI ET CO NG POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 
THE NATIONAL POLICE WILL- ALSO WATCH OPPOSITION GROUPS, THE 
POPULATION IN GENERAL AND FOREIGNERS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. ALSO, 
NATIONAL POLICE RESPONSIBILITIES WILL. INCREASE ASELECTED 
OFFICIALS MAY. NOT NECESSARILY BE PRO-GOVERNMENT. OF VIETNAM, 

AND AS THE POL I CE . AB SORB THE DUTIES OF THE OTHER' SECURITY 
ORGANIZATIONS, . SUCH. AS THE REGIONAL FORCES, THE POPULAR FORCES 
AND THE PEOPLE'S SELF-DEFENSE FORCES. THE NATIONAL POLICE WILL 
PROBABLY BE INCREASED NUMERICALLY AFTER A CEASE-FIRE. END SUMMARY 


■V 0N IN STRUCTIONS from THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) 
MILITARY REGION 2 (MR -2) • NAT 10 NAL POLICE (NP) HEADQUARTERS THAT 
ALL REGION NP MUST PARTICIPATE IN SEMINARS ON THE ROLE OF THE 
POLICE AFTER A CEASE-FIRE, THE B I NH DINH PROVINCE NP IS CONDUCTING 
■SUCH SEMINARS IN OCTOBER 1972. THE SEMINARS, ENTITLED "THE NP 
ROLE -IN PACIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE POSTWAR PERIOD,” ARE 
PRESIDED, OVER BY THE, MR-2 NP SPECIAL BRANCH (SB) CHIEF. THE 
THEME OF THE SEMINARS IS THAT THE NP WILL ABSORB THE PERSONNEL 
AND/OR THE DUTIES OF THE EXISTING OTHER SECURITY UNITS, SUCH AS 
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THE SPECIAL RECONNAISSANCE GROUP CSRG), THE POPULAT FORCES (PF) , 

THE REGIONAL FORCES (RF), THE PEOPLES' SELF-DEFENSE FORCES (PSDF) 

AMD THE PHUNG HOANGo THE SEMINARS ARE CLASSIFIED CONFIDENTIAL 
AND PARTICIPANTS ARE INSTRUCTED NOT TO DISCUSS THE CONTENTS OF 
THE CLASSES OUTSIDE OF THE MEETING AREA. ALL DISTRICT MP AND SB 
CHIEFS, THEIR DEPUTIES AND CHIEFS OF OPERATIONS, PROVINCE NP AND 
SB STAFF OFFICERS AND SELECTED NP VILLAGE CHIEFS MUST ATTEND 
THE SEMINARS WHICH BpGAN IN LATE SEPTEMEB ER 0 IN EARLY OCTOBER, 
SESSIONS HAD BEEN HELD IN PLEIKU, BINH THUAN, NINH THUAN, DARLAC, 
KHANH HOA, BINH DINH AND PHU YEN PROVINCES. 

2. THE CONTENT OF THE MEETINGS IS GENERAL IN NATURE. THE 
OBJECTIVE IS TO PREPARRE THE POLICE UNITS FOR THE GREATER ROLE 
WHICH THEY WILL PLAY WHEN THE FIGHTING STOPS. THROUGHOUT THE 
CONFERENCE, IT IS STRESSED THAT A CEASE-FIRE WILL COME, BUT THE 
TIME IS UNKNOWN. THE CENTRAL THEME OF THE SEMINAR IS THAT DURING 
THE WAR SITUATION, THE PRIMARY TARGET OF THE NP OPERATIONS HAS 
. BEEN THE MILITARY EFFORTS OF THE VIET CONG (VC) AND THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ARMY ( N V A ) » WITH THE ADVENT OF A CEASE-FIRE, THE 
VC MILITARY ACTIVITIES WILL SUBSIDE, ALTHOUGH THEY WILL NOT CEASE 
COMPLETELY, AND VC POLITICAL ACTIVITIES WILL INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY. 
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THE SEMINAR ESTIMATES THAT ABOUT HALF OF THE COMMUNIST FIGHTING 
FORCES WILL REMAIN IN SOUTH VIETNAM AFTER THE CEASE-FIRE. THERE- 
FORE, THE GVN MUST DECREASE ITS MILITARY EFFORTS AND REORGANIZE 
TO MEET THE INCREASED ENEMY POLITICAL THREAT. THE NP IS THE 
ONLY FORCE CAPABLE OF OPPOSING THE VC POLITICAL EFFORT. THE 
PARTICIPANTS ARE INFORMED THAT ALTHOUGH THE VC WILL REMAIN THE 
PRIORITY TARGET, OF EQUAL PRIORITY WILL BE OPPOSITION GROUPS, 

THE POPULATION IN GENERAL, AN D FOREIG NERS, BOTH FRIENDLY AND 
ENEMY. (SOURCE COMMENT: THE OPPOSITION GROUPS WERE DESCRIBED 
AS THOSE GROUPS WHO OPPOSE THE CONSTITUTION. NO GROUP WAS NAMED.) 

3. THE SEMINAR STRESSED THAT IN THE POSTWAR PERIOD THERE 
WILL BE AN INCREASE IN ELECTED OFFICIALS AT THE POVINCE AND 
VILLAGE LEVEL. THESE ELECTED OFFICIALS MAY BE "EITHER PRO- 
COMMUNIST, PRO-OPPOSITION, OR EVEN ANTI-CENTRAL GOVERNMENT." 

( SOUCE COMMENT: THE SEMINAR LEADER DID NOT EXPLAIN THE 
DIFFERENCES IN THESE CATEGORIES.) IF THE OFFICIAL FALLS INTO 
ONE OF THESE CATEGORIES, HE COULD CAUSE TROUBLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT 
THE ONLY WON-ELECTED BODY IN ANY AREA MIGHT BE THE NP, AND 
THEREFORE IT IS THE DUTY OF THE NP TO ENFORCE THE LAW OF THE 
GVN AND AT THE SAME TIME INSURE THE WELL-BEING AND SECURITY 
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OF THE POPULATION, 


4. DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD ON A RECENT GOVERNMENT DECREE 
WHICH APPOINTED THE DISTRICT OR VILLAGE NP CHIEF AS THE DEPUTY 
CHIEF OF SECURITY FOR HIS VILLAGE OR DISTRICT, THE PARTICIPANTS 
WERE TOLD THAT THIS WAS DOME BECAUSE IT IS EXPECTED THAT DISTRICT 
AND VILLAGE OFFICIALS WILL BE ELECTED AND THAT THERE IS NO 
GUARANTEE THAT THOSE ELECTED WILL BE SYPATHETIC TO THE GOVERNMENT, 
THE DISTRICT OR VILLAGE DEPUTY CHIEF OF SECURITY WILL BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ALL SECURITY UNITS IN HIS AREA INCLUDING. ANY EXISTING R F, PF 
AND P SD F„ SINCE THE NP CHIEF IS APPOINTED BY THE CENTRAL GOVERN- 
MENT, IT WILL' BE HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO ASSURE THAT. THESE SECURITY 
UNITS ARE USED TO UPHOLD THE LAW AND TO CARRY OUT THE DESIRES OF 
THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, THE SB CHIEF STRESSED THAT, ALTHOUGH IT 
IS THE PRIMARY FUNCTION OF THE NP TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR THE 
PEOPLE, IT IS ALSO NECESSARY TO INSURE THAT GOVERNMENT PRIORITIES 
ARE FULFILLED, 

5 * THE PARTICIPANTS WERE TOLD THAI IT WILL BECOME ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY FOR THE NP TO BE THE EYES AND THE EARS OF THE G VN , THERE, 
FORE, THEY MUST KNOW EVERYTHING THERE IS TO KNOW ABOUT THEIR 
AREA OF OPERATION AND THE PEOPLE IN IT, THIS IS NECESSARY, THEY 
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WEHE T0LD ’ Ifi order TO PREVEST trouble before ,t 

IHfln trying to LEARS ABOUT IT ® RA ™ ER 

the w- 2 sp is io FST1 „, flFTtR 11 HAPPEKS - the plan OF 
id to establish dossiers on every person t« t U - 

«D to INCLUDE all POSSIBLE INF0RMAT rnr AREA 

GREAT DEAL OF TIME wa, ™ ESE D0S ^. A 

Ifjh. kAo SPENT IN X HE Mcfttvpo 

weed for these dossiers - ■ “ EMPHASIZING THE 

™ ” 1 KE PARTICIPANTS were TOI n that 

SUCH MUNDANE FACTS AS WHETHER T- EVEN 

T-n'E INDIVID UAI re , 

HSRLTHY, FAITHFUL TO FAMILY ETC, ARE NEEDED IF - 

mill ion people in south vjetnan it is „ ® ARE 18 

is million dossiers on hand. Tffi PO , “ CESSAR " 10 HAVE 0VER 
unborn children and dead people can play rr THAT EVEN 
EVENTS' AMD THEREFORE THEY TOO MUST Z ^ s T " 

THAT ALTHOUGH ' (Jixyjr HAMLETS AND VILLAGES 

A COLOR-CODS' qyc T -v M „, 

- ■ Tc.w L ill D TO CATEGORIZE THES* PFOR ir A o 
to their loyalty to t HF pi; ft Tutr EOhL " accor di»g 

‘HE G7N. THE ATTENDEES wfp E TfTfl p„„ n 

BQGSTFPc: cuaiit n IlvFORwuD ’RAT 

RFSI it U V LS0 EE MInTflINED « -0 ARE EITHER 

I'-Oiutilio OF, OR V T CTTflD C TO O 

» /i^lORS TO, SOUTH VTFTmam T t 

dossiers should even be kept on diplomatic . EXPLflIKED ™ AT 

JLui,riTj WHO WiGHT VISIT THE 
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^UKRY ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS IS ORDER THAT PROPER PREPARATIONS 
COULD BE MADE FOR THE VISIT. 

S. the participants were also instructed in the necessity 
of accurate: operational reporting, they were told that 'at W 

TME 0F A CEasE - FIRE IHE GV “ «ll claim control ofa certain ^ 

PERCENTAGE- OF THE land AMD THE POPULATION. OTHER COUNTRIES OF 

THE ! ' ;0RLD WILL BE Pfl Y l(G CL0SE attention and therefore it is'- 
necessary when reporting on communist incidents that no EXAG- 
GERATED or MISLEADING FIGURES 'aRE REPORTED WHICH WOULD D ISCREDIT 
•TH, GUN CLAIMS., ALSO, VC INFRASTRCTURE CVCIJ IDENT IFTCAT TONS ' 

AfvD HsUi HAL IZATIONS MUST RF RFPORTFn a^ii- , *, 

Al/CUa'A i eL Y SO AS NOT TO 

INFLATE I HE ACTUAL NUMBER of VC t npc-DA T TM ~.„_ 

Ul vu - ^«m 1 Ifc.o IN i HE COUNTRY 



7. the seminar was closed with warnings that the HP WIL. 

SOON BE STEPPING JMTO THE INTERNATIONAL SPOTLIGHT AND THAT^ALL 
RANKS MUST BEGIN TO PREPARE FOR THE CHANGES. IT WAS STATED 
ri.,,1 VERY likely 1 HE tip WILL BE INCREASED IN SIZE AND EVENTUALLY 
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WILL Bl equal in strength to the decreasing military. 

■ s. FIELD DISSEM; EMBASSY MACV 7TH AIR FORCE AT SAIGON: 
SENT. TO CINCPAC ARPAC PACAF PACFLT PARIS. 
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